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2018 New York State Legislature Candidate Questionnaire
(Due: October 30, 6:00 pm; Contact: Brigit Hurley, 585-256-2620, ext. 2602)

1. IMPROVING CHILD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING:  Studies show that childhood trauma has lifelong effects on an individual’s mental and physical health.  In the Rochester area, too many children grow up in under-resourced families and neighborhoods, and in communities heavily impacted by concentrated poverty.  Two-thirds of Monroe County high schoolers report that they have had adverse experiences that research has shown places them at higher risk of challenges later in life.

If elected, how will you work to prevent childhood trauma and improve the health and well-being of children and families in your district? w



2. SUPPORTING STUDENT SUCCESS:  There are extreme disparities in educational outcomes among students in Monroe County school districts, which include some of the nation's highest achieving schools alongside some of the worst performing schools.  New York State government has authority over a substantial amount of education policy and funding.   

How do you plan to create more equitable opportunities for all students?  What specific funding and policy proposals do you suggest to improve New York schools? w


3. CHILDREN CAN'T WAIT: Research shows that early supports for infants, toddlers and preschoolers with developmental delays or disabilities can be a game-changer for many children. But state reimbursement rates paid to providers like physical and occupational therapists and feeding specialists who work with young children are inadequate;  some have even been cut in recent years. 

Because of these low reimbursement rates, programs are closing and a growing number of providers are leaving the field, making it difficult for children to get services in a timely manner with maximum impact.  One in 3 young children in Monroe County in 2016 had to wait at least 30 days for services to begin, and some wait months.

If elected, what would you propose to ensure timely early developmental services to all children who need them? w




4. ATTRACTING AND RETAINING VALUABLE CAREGIVERS AND TEACHERS: Many of the child care educators caring for New York’s youngest are paid wages that leave them living at or near poverty. The average median wage for a child care educator in New York is $12.38 an hour or $25,760 per year. Low compensation in the field causes high turnover rates, in turn causing instability for young children who need consistency in caregivers to establish healthy and secure attachments.

If elected, what actions would you take to address shortages in the early childhood education workforce? 


5. MAKING CHILD CARE AFFORDABLE FOR WORKING FAMILIES: The cost of child care in NY rivals mortgage payments. New York State ranks among the most expensive states for child care in the nation, with average cost for full-time center-based care at $15,000 a year for an infant.  Thousands of children in Monroe County are eligible for a child care subsidy but are unserved.  Statewide, fewer than 20% of families eligible for child care subsidies receive them.

If elected, what policy or funding changes would you pursue to make high quality child care more accessible and affordable for families? w




6. SEAMLESS SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES: Funding for New York's First 1000 Days on Medicaid and the Regents Blue Ribbon Early Childhood Commission presents an opportunity for Monroe County to adopt innovations that will benefit local young children and serve as examples for statewide implementation.   Rochester's "All Kids Thrive" initiative creates practices that seamlessly work with one another and integrate services among health care, early education, education, and human services structures so that families can easily navigate systems that provide support to their children.

If elected, how do you propose to ensure that Monroe County is chosen as a pilot site for implementation of First 1000 Days and Regents Early Childhood Commission reforms?w




7. LEARNING OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM: A 2015 report released by The Children’s Agenda found that only a third of Rochester students had access to a quality afterschool program.  National research as well as our local United Way’s data show that children who engage regularly in an afterschool program are more likely to attend school and get higher grades.  Summer learning programs have also demonstrated positive impact on academic success by preventing learning loss over the summer months.

If elected, what would you do to increase school-age children's access to high quality out-of-school-time programs? w



8. GETTING YOUTH ON THE RIGHT TRACK: In 2017, New York State approved a Raise the Age policy in New York that shifts 16- and 17-year-olds to the juvenile justice system.  This change took effect on October 1, 2018.  While this will be better for the youth and for community safety, Raise the Age will require more funding for specialized detention beds and more alternative-to-detention, probation and diversion services.  Governor Cuomo committed to 100% state reimbursement for County expenditures related to Raise the Age.  

If elected, how will you work to achieve full and effective implementation of Raise the Age in your district?  What else will you do to keep youth out of prison and disrupt the school-to-prison pipeline? w



9. PROMOTING WORK, REDUCING POVERTY:  The Earned Income Tax Credit, or EITC, has been shown to increase family resources, promote employment, and lead to better outcomes for children.  New York provides it own EITC on in addition to the federal credit, payable in a lump sum once a year.

Other states’ experiences have demonstrated that there are changes to EITC that can make it more effective in lifting families out of poverty.  If elected, what would changes would you support to increase its positive impact on families and children? w


10. EVERY CHILD DESERVES A BRIGHT FUTURE: The are racial disparities present in outcomes related to every aspect of children's lives, including education, health, and social-emotional well-being.  Recent research points to the disparities that start in the earliest days of life, with Black mothers more likely to die during childbirth and Black infants more likely to die in the first year of life.

If elected, what strategies will you promote to reduce the institutional racism in New York State's systems that serve children? w
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